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ALTERNATIVE
POWER SOURCES
Our advertisers’ products - in their words

DO YOURSELF A FAVOUR
Generators, solar-panels, fuel-cells, wind-turbines … all great for charging your
batteries when you’re hitting the great outdoors. Caravan parks have dedicated 15A
outlets to power your appliances and gadgets, but sooner or later you’ll want to
plug-in at home.
Unless you’ve got a dedicated 15A circuit installed, there is no legal way to plug
into your house to chill the fridge, top-up the batteries, or just plain live in it. Costs
for installing a dedicated 15A outlet depend on the state of your meter-box, the age
of your house, and the distance between the box and the outlet. It’s worth getting a
quote, but gird your loins: it won’t be cheap. While it will allow you to run your van at
full-tilt, the problem is you can’t take your 15A outlet with you.
Until the first Ampfibian 15A to 10A power adaptor appeared eight years ago,
there was no safe and legal way to connect a van to a domestic power point. So
what did crafty vanners do: they made their own “connectors”. These home-made
contraptions certainly did the job of providing power to the van, but there are good
reasons why 15A plugs are never meant to go into 10A outlets; why there are rules,
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standards, and laws
around what can plug
into what.
Electricity is a funny thing: powerful, yet
invisible … giver of light, warmth, energy and
entertainment. When it’s channelled properly there
is no hint of its power and the violence that’s unleashed
when it behaves badly. If you’ve ever been zapped you’ll know how awful it is: it
makes you jump, throws your heart into disarray, makes your muscles seize and
spasm, and worst case, burns you, your house and everything in it (uninsured due to
use of illegally-modified equipment).
This is all very avoidable with an Ampfibian power and safety adaptor. Power
your van at home, at a mate’s, at a showground with no worry and no fear: no worries
about fire or electrocution, no fear about breaking the law and leaving your insurance
in tatters. No need to look for a 15A outlet, no need to use a generator or wait for a
sunny day.
Ampfibian power and safety adaptors will power your freedom. Faithful
companions, loyal and reliable, they are your very own guardian angels.
So do yourself, your friends and rellies, the firies, the ambos, the doctors and
nurses, and even the lawyers at the insurance company a favour, and lash out on
an Ampfibian.
Ampfibian Pty Ltd is a small Aussie company based in the Northern Rivers region
of NSW that’s determined to manufacture world-class products. They love helping
people fulfil their dreams and stay safe.
The MAX is Ampfibian’s premium product, with everything that opens and shuts.
The Ampfibian RV-PLUS is the essential travel companion when you are on the road.
Available online and from caravan accessory retailers and hardware stores
nationally, there has never been a time to give yourself a break. Get more product
details at www.ampfibian.com.au. Travel well, stay safe.

BIG CHANGES IN
MOBILITY SCOOTERS

It might not surprise Nick Xenophon that mobility scooters are no longer
made in Australia. But unlike the slow demise of the motor car industry,
Australian made scooters faded 20 years ago. Since then, all mobility
scooters have been imported, mainly because Australian made could not
compete on price.
“When we first started in the scooter business, there were only five or
six different models for sale in Australia,” said Mr Fraser, one of the owners
of Scooters Australia.
Many of the scooters on offer in the early 90s were made in Australia,
the most famous of which was the Gopher. But now most scooters are
imported from China and Taiwan, with the rest imported from Europe.
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ROAD TECH MARINE
POWER RANGE

6/12V HEAVY DUTY 8A BATTERY CHARGER
This charger is suitable for both 6 and 12-volt car, boat, motorcycle and lawnmower
batteries. Featuring four-stage LED charge indicators, the charger can be switched
between trickle and heavy-duty charge rates and is recommended for casual,
domestic charging tasks. The unit is housed in a tough plastic case with carry handle,
is double insulated and features overload and reverse battery protection. The battery
leads are terminated to heavy-duty alligator clips on a one-metre length of cable. This
charger complies with Australian Electrical Safety Regulations. RRP$74.95.
INVERTERS FOR PORTABLE MAINS POWER
Introducing 12V Pure Sine Wave inverters with built in solar charge controller. A truly
versatile inverter range that is perfect for off-grid solar power system in caravans,
yachts, holiday houses and any standard application where inverters are used.
The built-in solar charge controller means you can connect solar panels (without
regulator) directly to the inverter to recharge suited batteries or battery banks. This is
achieved by a single battery connection to the inverter that allows a charge and draw
simultaneously or independently.
The pure sine wave AC output makes them suitable to power most mains
appliances within their continuous power output. Ranging from 600W to 1500W,
each model includes important protections features such as reverse polarity, battery
over/under voltage, overload and over temperature. All models feature two standard
mains outlets, two USB ports for powering or charging USB devices and an LCD
“Over 60 percent were
made in Australia in the 90s,
but consumers made their
choice and went for price,
once the quality matched or
beat the Australian models,”
he said.
“Now there are over
200 models from which to choose and it’s become very confusing for most
people, both inside and outside the industry,” he said.
“Even the USA imports most of its scooters from Asia, and in Europe
only the highly specialised models are still made there,” he said.
The other big changes are in carrying capacity and in portability. In the
early 90s the maximum carrying capacity of the toughest scooter was 115kg.
“Now you can buy scooters that will handle over 220kg,” said Mr Fraser.
“It just goes to show that people are heavier now and need something
tougher to get them around,” he said.
Another trend has been the rise of the folding portable travel scooter.
In the last five years there has been a steep increase in interest for fold-up
scooters that can be carried in the boot of the car, or taken on overseas trips
or cruises.
“We’ve seen a huge increase in demand for these scooters because they
offer a degree of independence for people who can still drive or want to
travel, but might have a difficulty with walking distances.”
“When people get out of the car but still have a good way to walk from
the car park, portables are ideal,” he said.
“With the size of shopping malls to get around, even the fittest of us
get a bit leg sore. Portable scooters are a god-send to people with walking
problems,” said Mr Fraser.
“And with people wanting to travel overseas, the new portableslike the
Luggie scooter, can be taken on the plane or cruise, and unfolded in seconds.
With a lightweight lithium battery the airlines are happy to oblige and they
take extra care with the scooter.”
More information on the Luggie at: www.scootersaus.com.au

on the unit and on the included
remote control that provides
important information such as
Battery Voltage, DC Input Current,
Output Power, Battery Level and
DC Charging Current. RRP: 600W
from $539.
12/24V 30A SOLAR CHARGE
CONTROLLER
MPPT technology uses DC to
DC conversion along with some
electronic smarts to be able to extract the absolute maximum charging power
from your solar panels, giving you up to an extra 10-40% from your solar panels
when compared to a normal PWM charge controller. Adding to the benefits of
MPPT technology are features such as three-stage battery charging, twin timer
programming and 30A load control with automatic load disconnection/reconnection.
RRP$259.
12V SOLAR PANEL CHARGER KIT
Our quality solar panels have higher efficiency and smaller footprint compared to
our regular monocrystalline models. An easy way to keep your 12V batteries topped
up and ready to go on your caravan, farm equipment, the spare car, or on the shed
out the back. The dust and weather resistant panel features a robust frame, and is
supplied with 3m leads terminated with battery clips. Each version is fitted with a
blocking diode, so they are suitable for direct connection to your battery as a trickle
charger (take note of the minimum battery capacity), or as a low current charger to
replace a load or current drain on the battery. RRP: 5W Available from $29.95.
All products available from Road Tech Marine stores nationwide or from the
website www.roadtechmarine.com.au

QUALITY INVERTERS & BATTERY CHARGERS

Ph: 03 9775 1590 www.excelsiorpower.com.au

FREE CATALOGUE AVAILABLE, CALL OR VISIT OUR WEB SITE!
LOW WHOLESALE PRICES, HIGH QUALITY, 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE. BUY DIRECT AND SAVE!

INVERTERS HUGE RANGE 28 MODELS

SURGE SPECIAL
WATTS PRICE
1000
$59
3000
$179
4000
$249
6000
$499
8000
$699

W
NE

12, 24 & 48 VOLT MODELS
FREE REMOTE
SUPER PERFOMANCE !
VOLTS & WATTS DISPLAY
SUPER RELIABILITY!
ON LARGER MODELS
HIGH EFFICIENCY

WATT SURGE $799
INVERTER/CHARGERS 4000
6000 WATT SURGE $1299
30 MODELS FREE REMOTE & DISPLAY
HUGE RANGE
PURE SINE WAVE
SMART CHARGER
GENERATOR SUPPORT
12, 24 & 48 VOLT
FROM 800 TO 10,000 VA

W
NE

BIG $$ DISCOUNTS!!!!!

BATTERY CHARGERS

Phone: 03 9775 1590
Email: enquiries@inverter.com.au
Address:
Factory 1, 16 Titan Drive
Carrum Downs ,vic,3201
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UP TO A MASSIVE 100 AMPS!!!
FULLY AUTOMATIC SMART CHARGERS
DISPLAY OF AMPS AND VOLTS ON
MOST SO YOU KNOW CHARGE.
DUAL OUTPUT BAT25/12 &BAT14/24
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SUNSATIONAL POWER

When it comes to getting an extra boost of power to your batteries, solar panels
and blankets are still one of the most popular additions for any touring vehicle.
Not only is solar one of the cleanest forms of energy, it produces no noise and
is perfect for remote locations, scoring a big green tick over noisy generators.
Advancements in technology are such that solar panels can be carried in a smaller,
more lightweight, and more flexible package whilst still being highly efficient.
This makes the practicality to get away for the weekend, or travel to remote
destinations where mains power is not available so much more feasible.
In the world of solar for recreational vehicles you basically have two options;
your fixed solar panels like the ones you see on the roof of houses and portable solar
panels, such as solar blankets which can be moved around to capture the best energy
output from the sun.
Fixed solar panels go on top of your caravan, and are suited to those wanting
a more permanent solution to get power to their batteries. However, normally you
would park your van in the shade. Still, if you’re one to go camping on the regular or
for an extended period of time, then fixed solar panels could be the way to go.
If you’re going down the permanent route, then the REDARC 150W
monocrystalline solar panel is perfect for the roof of your caravan, camper-trailer or
motorhome. Designed with highly efficient monocrystalline cells and protected with
tempered glass coating and sturdy aluminium frame, the 150W Solar Panel has been
made to withstand Australia’s harsh roads and extreme weather conditions.
Solar blankets on the other hand are lightweight and compact, making them
highly portable and easy to store. The great advantage over fixed panels is that you
can set up camp in a shady area and still get the most out of the sun.
The new solar blanket range by REDARC allows you to get away from traditional
campsites safely and comfortably. The range includes a flexible 112-watt red Solar
Blanket Amorphous Cell and three black Solar Blanket SunPower Cells in 115-, 150and 190-watt power ratings.

Everything In Batteries & 12 volt Products

SINCE
1988

LARGE SHOWROOM – GREAT SERVICE

FOR ALL RECREATIONAL SOLAR
AND POWER NEEDS
FREE QUOTES:

WE SUPPLY:
PANELS/REGULATORS
LITHIUM BATTERIES
CHARGERS & INVERTERS
POWER SUPPLIES
LIGHTS & SWITCHES
PUMPS
DEEP CYCLE BATTERIES
SOLAR WIRE & CABLE
DUAL BATTERY SYSTEMS
12 VOLT ACCESSORIES
CUSTOM POWER PANELS

We specialize in the design &
installation of solar systems
for all motor homes, caravans
& campers, trailers & 4WDs.

STARTER MOTORS
ALTERNATORS/UPGRADES
WIRING REPAIRS
PROBLEM SOLVING
FREE QUOTES

CARAVAN & MOTOR HOME AUTO ELECTRICAL SPECIALIST

www.batterytraders.com.au
07 3209 3144
Battery Traders Building
82 Moss St, Slacks Creek
Logan City QLD 4127
www.batterytraders.com.au

What’s the
difference you
say? Well the REDARC
Solar Blanket SunPower Cells offers the
latest in automotive solar cell technology. The unique
design of SunPower cells reduces cell failure from corrosion and breakage.
These cells have been designed for portability and strength and feature no grid lines,
a solid copper backing for superior efficiency over standard monocrystalline cells.
The REDARC Solar Blanket Amorphous Cell offers superior flexibility in a light
weight, convenient sized package. Its flexible design reduces the risk of cell breakage
and cracks and is known to perform better in low light conditions compared to
crystalline panels. The Amorphous cell blanket comes with Uni-Solar cells which
incorporates a triple layer system. These cells are optimised to capture the full
spectrum of light compared to conventional Mono and Poly cells. Both blankets
include genuine Anderson connectors for easy, fast connection to your batteries –
just plug and play.
So what’s our recommendation? It really depends on your needs and frequency
of use, but we reckon a combination of both is the best way to go. This means you
won’t miss out on charging with solar while on the move or having to set up camp in
the glaring hot sun.
For more information on the new range of blankets by REDARC, visit: www.
Redarc.com.au/solarblankets

EXPLORE FURTHER
WITH HORIZON
MOTORHOMES

Horizon Motorhomes’ power
supply options make life
away from the mains supply a
comfortable, environmentally
friendly and safe journey for
travellers.
The power supply fitted
in all Horizon Motorhomes
is designed to give travellers
the confidence to go further to
those dream destinations and stay longer with the knowledge that there is always
ample supply.
Each Horizon Motorhome is fitted with a 200-amp hour house battery and
powers everything you see within the fuse panels – refrigerator, TV, lighting, water
pump and the cooker ignition.
For the modern motorhome traveller looking to be self-sufficient, it is important
to know there is a back-up solution and alternative energy supply for uninterrupted
usage of appliances and to keep you safe when you’re stepping off the grid.
Horizon Motorhomes offer alternative energy solutions so you can enjoy all the
comforts of home in a sustainable way.
GO OFF THE GRID WITH HORIZON
Minimalism is a necessary part of living in a motorhome and with the growing
need to maintain the environment; solar power is an ideal renewable power supply
option. Solar power is available for all Horizon models, and most customers choose
to have this fitted.
It is the cleanest and most peaceful way to add a little comfort to your camping
experience and alternative lifestyle, while not leaving a carbon footprint.
The solar charging system draws energy into the house battery when the
vehicle is stationary and in a sunny spot, automatically switching off when the
vehicle is moving and the house battery is charging. This means never having to
worry about your power supply.
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Horizon Motorhomes come with the option of two (100-watt) panels being fitted to the roof of the motorhome,
which will operate for as long as sufficient light is being put into the panels. For travellers, having your own
renewable power supply is a handy and reliable back up which allows you the option to go completely off the grid.
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY SUPPLY OPTIONS
With Red Arc’s in-vehicle battery/charger/regulator, you can achieve and maintain optimal charge at all times. It
connects to the vehicles’ alternator and delivers the amperage needed to charge the house battery up to 40 amps
per hour when the vehicle is in motion or idle. Once the house battery is fully charged the Redarc simply turns off
until needed again.
If your solar panels are fitted, the Redarc’s in-vehicle battery has MMPT (Maximum Power Point Tracking), which
will deliver the most amount of power from your solar panels to your house battery. On an optimum sunny day you
can expect 11 amps per hour or on an overcast day four amps per hour to be delivered to the battery.
Your Enerdrive ePower Battery Charger is a fully automatic, set and forget charger. It is designed to quickly and
accurately recharge your batteries using algorithms that help maximise service life. Featuring a three bank multistage charger, the ePOWER charger has the ability to charge three separate battery banks; it can charge all banks at
once, or deliver a priority charge to the one that needs it most, for instance the house battery.
To find out more visit horizonmotorhomes.com.au, or call the exclusive dealer BCMC on 02 6681 1555.

ENJOY THE OUTDOORS FOR
LONGER WITH CENTURY DEEPCYCLE BATTERIES

POWER YOU
CAN RELY ON
First 30 Customers receive a free
DC Battery Charging Cable,
Fuel Funnel and Tool Kit!

4.4KVA GENERATOR
PURE SINE WAVE
INVERTER
Normally $1299
CMCA Member Price

$799
2.2KVA GENERATOR
PURE SINE WAVE
INVERTER

Century Batteries, Australia’s oldest and most recognised battery manufacturer gives you the opportunity to enjoy
the outdoors for even longer with their extensive range of deep-cycle batteries.
Century’s AGM, gel and flooded deep-cycle batteries include a range low maintenance and maintenance-free
batteries, built for Australia’s harsh environment and tough operating conditions. They are designed to provide
superior deep-cycling performance in a diverse range of recreational applications.
CENTURY FLOODED DEEP-CYCLE BATTERIES
Century flooded deep-cycle batteries are constructed using thicker plates, specialist lead alloys and denser active
material to withstand repeated recharge and discharge cycles. The unique design enables easy access of topping
up electrolyte levels for maximum control over battery life, while premium-grade raw materials and acid electrolyte
ensures reliable deep-cycling performance, time and time again.
Century flooded deep-cycle batteries are tolerant of a range of charging rates and depths of discharge and are
ideal where dependable deep-cycle performance is required. The handy twin terminal configuration enables twoway connection options for auxiliary equipment and accessories.
CENTURY AGM DEEP-CYCLE BATTERIES
Century AGM deep-cycle batteries incorporate Absorbed Glass Mat
(AGM) technology which acts as a sponge-like material, suspending the
loose electrolyte within highly porous glass fibre mat separators. This
eliminates the hazards associated with acid spills and leaks while the
sealed maintenance free design avoids the need for regular topping up of
the electrolyte levels.
Century AGM deep-cycle batteries have a low internal resistance and
low self discharge rate, enabling faster recharge and longer cycle life. When fully charged they are robust enough
to be stored for extended periods of time and can be conveniently recharged using a range of chargers. Century
deep-cycle AGM batteries are ideal for use in applications where fast recharge, improved vibration resistance and
superior deep-cycle performance is required.
CENTURY GEL DEEP-CYCLE BATTERIES
Century gel deep-cycle batteries utilise gel electrolyte technology which holds the battery plates securely in an
immobilised gel, not liquid electrolyte, making them extremely robust, resistant to vibration damage and spill proof.
The range is completely maintenance free, requiring no topping up of liquid electrolyte, while the valve regulated
sealed design enables installation in confined, hard to reach locations. They offer improved recovery from deep
discharge or when temporarily stored in a discharged state.
Century’s range of deep-cycle batteries are available in a range of sizes up to 270Ah ensuring a solution for all
your power needs. To find out more information on Century’s range of deep-cycle AGM, gel and flooded batteries
visit www.centurybatteries.com.au or call 13 22 87 to find your nearest reseller.
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Normally $749
CMCA Member Price

$599
4.4KVA REMOTE KEY AND PULL
START GENERATOR
PURE SINE WAVE
INVERTER
Normally $1900
CMCA Member Price

$1500
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓
✓

Super Quiet 58DB@7m
100% Pure Sine Wave
Petrol
Weather Proof 15 Amp AC Outlet
Weather Proof 8.3 Amp DC Outlet
Remote, Key and Pull Start Options
Low Maintenance
Easy Service
Economy Mode Fuel Saving
Oil Warning system
Computerized Overload Protection

Call NOW 1300 483 249
Shop 14/49 Great Eastern Hwy,
Rivervale, WA

