Yorke Peninsula Country Times (Kadina), Kadina SA
04 Jan 2017
General News, page 4 - 51.00 cm²
Regional - circulation 8,333 (-T-----)
Licensed by Copyright Agency.
You may only copy or
communicate this work with a
licence.

ID 709087765

BRIEF CMCA-AUST INDEX 1.1

RV parks invitation rejected
YORKE Peninsula Council has
rejected an invitation to submit an
expression of interest to the
Campervan and Motorhome Club of
Australia for establishing specific
RV parks in the region.
The CMCA proposal involved
developing a series of member-only
RV parks either on existing camping
grounds or on land not currently in
use.
"These RV parks would be
intended specifically for
self-contained RVs as low-cost,
no-frills accommodation throughout

the Yorke Peninsula region," YPC
director of corporate and
community services David Harding
said.
This project doesn't have the
support of state or national
caravanning organisations.
Concern with the proposal led to
the development of the Community
Welcomes Recreational Vehicles
initiative, designed to embrace
these travellers whilst not affecting
current caravan park occupancy
rates.
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Free and easy
Campers flock to Henty Park
BEN FRASER

6,; PRQWKV DIWHU 3RUWODQG RI¿FLDOO\ EHFDPH DQ
59 5HFUHDWLRQ 9HKLFOH  )ULHQGO\ 7RZQ WKH ¿UVW
ZDYHRIVXPPHUKROLGD\WUDYHOOHUVKDYHPHDQGHUHG
WKURXJKWKHFLW\
7KHFDPSHUVKDYHSDFNHGRXWFDUDYDQSDUNVDQGIRU
WKH ¿UVW WLPH WDNHQ DGYDQWDJH RI +HQW\ 3DUN¶V IUHH
FDPSLQJVLWH
(YHQ RQ D :HGQHVGD\ DIWHUQRRQ  59V DQG
FDUDYDQVZHUHDUUDQJHGLQDEHGUDJJOHGFLUFOHEHKLQG
WKH3RUWODQG&DEOH7UDPGHSRW
/RFDWHGOHVVWKDQPIURPWKHEHDFK+HQW\3DUNLV
RQHRIWKUHH59IULHQGO\IUHHFDPSLQJVLWHVFRQWUROOHG
E\ WKH *OHQHOJ 6KLUH ZLWK WKH +XQWHU 6W (DVW VLWH
LQ +H\ZRRG DQG WKH (VV /DJRRQ FDPSJURXQG RQ
0F3KHUVRQ6W&DVWHUWRQ
5XOHVYDU\IURPSODFHWRSODFHEXWDW+HQW\3DUNWKH
FDPSHUVKDYHDPD[LPXPVWD\RIKRXUV
$FFRUGLQJWRWKHHerald Sun9LFWRULDKDVVHHQD
LQFUHDVHLQQLJKWVVSHQWIUHHFDPSLQJDQGDORQJZLWK
RYHUQLJKW VWD\V DW FDUDYDQ SDUNV LQMHFWV  ELOOLRQ
LQWRORFDOHFRQRPLHV
)LUVWWLPH YLVLWRU WR 3RUWODQG 7RQ\ %HUQDUG RI
1HZFDVWOHZDVIXOORISUDLVHIRUWKH+HQW\3DUNIUHH

FDPSLQJVLWHFLWLQJWKHORFDWLRQDVDPDMRUDGYDQWDJH
³,W¶VDUHDOO\QLFHVSRW±DEVROXWHO\´0U%HUQDUGVDLG
³7KHUH¶VSOHQW\WRGRLQWRZQZH¶YHEHHQVKRSSLQJ
FKHFNHGRXWWKH3RZHUKRXVH0XVHXPYLVLWHGWKHOLJKW
KRXVH
³)URPZKDW,KDYHVHHQ3RUWODQGLVYHU\IULHQGO\´
0U %HUQDUG KDV VSHQW WKH SDVW WKUHH ZHHNV LQ WKH
VKLUH ZLWK WKH PDMRULW\ RI WLPH VSHQW DW WKH 6WDWH
*RYHUQPHQWFRQWUROOHG 6DZSLW &DPSJURXQG LQ
1DUUDZRQJ
0U %HUQDUG DGKHUHV WR WKH XQRI¿FLDO IUHH FDPSHUV¶
PDQWUDPDNLQJVXUHWRVSHQGPRQH\LQSODFHVZKHUH
\RXVDYHPRQH\RQFDPSLQJIHHV
³, VSHQW DERXW  RQ IXHO DQG JURFHULHV WKLV
PRUQLQJDQG,¶P\HWWREX\VRPHIUHVKPHDWVRWKDW¶V
SUREDEO\LQWKHWZRGD\V,¶YHEHHQKHUH
³,NQRZDQRWKHUJX\KHUHMXVWVSHQWRQIXHO
³<RX DOZD\V VSHQG PRQH\ LQ WRZQ LI HYHU\RQH GLG
WKDWWKHUH¶GEHDORWRIPRQH\LQMHFWHGLQWRWKHWRZQ
WKURXJKIUHHFDPSLQJ´
1HLJKERXULQJ0U%HUQDUGLVUHWLUHGFRXSOH0DXUHHQ
DQG 6KDQH 'HQQH\ ZKR DUH VORZO\ WUDYHOOLQJ IURP
5RVHZRUWK\$GHODLGHWR7DVPDQLDIRUDWKUHHPRQWK
WULS
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FULL of praise: Recreation Vehicle camper Tony Bernard loves the free camping site at L
Henty Park, and has made sure to return the favour buying supplies and visiting tourist
Picture: JOSH NASH 170104jn16 1
attractions during his stay.

Free and easy
From: PAGE 1
The couple travel Australia in a converted bus that
Mr Denney spent three years renovating.
“We’ve got everything we’d ever want; we can set
up camp anywhere,” Mr Denney said.
“We actually heard about this site at the Nelson
Information Centre.
“We’re on pensions now, so free camping makes the
experience cheaper.”
Interestingly, Mr Denney said they will be moving
on to a paid camping site in Portland to wash their
clothes before travelling east along the coast.
Glenelg Shire mayor Anita Rank said since the
launch of the RV Friendly space at Henty Park, there
have been a number of positive outcomes to the shire.
“Portland is the only accredited RV Friendly Town
on the coast west of Melbourne,” Cr Rank said.
“This status provides our shire with access to one of
the fastest growing tourism groups in Australia who
recognise Portland as a must-see destination because
of this free camping availability.
“Portland is also on the Campervan Motorhome
Club of Australia touring map, providing our town
with access to its membership base of more than
66,000 RV travellers.
“Every time an RV traveller arrives in our
community, they buy food and supplies from our
retailers, they support our local tourism operators
which, in turn, create and support local jobs.”
However not everyone is happy with the free
camping site at Henty Park.

In a Letter to the Editor that appeared in the
Portland Observer in September, 2016, Portland and
Heywood holiday park and fuel business owner Nick
Alexander questioned the Shire’s decision to allow
RV campers to stay at Henty Park for free.
³:K\ DUH ZH FKDUJLQJ UHFUHDWLRQDO ¿VKHUPHQ 
a day to park their boat trailer while permitting self
contained recreational vehicles to free camp?” Mr
Alexander wrote.
“We know from media reports that recreational
¿VKLQJEULQJVLQD\HDUWRRXUVKLUH
“Free camping would need to average 220 free
FDPSHUVDQLJKW XVLQJ&0&$GDWDRISHUGD\ 
WRDFKLHYHWKHVDPHEHQH¿W´
Portland Tourist Association president Todd
Knight said while it is fantastic to see more people
are coming to the region and staying for free, it is
a delicate balancing act to ensure the holiday parks
remain viable too.
“The Portland Tourist Association worked closely
with the Glenelg Shire Council to become a RV
Friendly Town,” Mr Knight said.
“It’s fantastic to see new people come to Portland
and enjoy what we have to offer.
“It’s now up to the accommodation providers to put
their best foot forward and market their parks to be
the best they can and stand out from the rest.
“If you offer the right services, like laundry services,
then you will attract those free campers.
“It’s a challenging game.”
Narrawong camping: PAGES 4-5
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EN route to Tasmania, Maureen and Shane Denney stopped by Portland to stay at both free and
Picture: JOSH NASH 170104jn18
paid camping sites.
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Happy
campers
bring big
business
BUSINESSES in the Liverpool Plains Shire Council
(LPSC) will benefit from two
industry workshops to be
conducted by the Australian
Caravan Club (ACC) with the
local business community at
Quirindi and Spring Ridge
later this month.
“The workshops will focus
on many topics including the
economic benefits that can
be gained by local businesses from catering to the needs

of the RV traveller, how to
engage with RVers, how to
encourage RVers to visit, and
opportunities to access the
growing RV community,”
ACC Deputy Chairman Tom
Smith said.
The workshops will be
held at Racecourse Dining
Room, Quirindi and Spring
Ridge Hall, on January 24
and 25 from 5:30pm.
“The ACC is now developing further regional
options within the Club’s

Town Support Program and
is prepared to work with any
local authority or business
community wishing to develop a recreational vehicle
strategy,” Mr Smith said.
“Members of the ACC
Policy, Advocacy and Town
Support Committee plus
ACC Board Members will be
conduct the seminars.”
Anyone wanting to attend
should contact the LPSC for
more information.
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